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Fortunately, Dr. Zender's mentor, Dr. James Netterville from 

Vanderbilt University, had been planning an overlapping trip to 

Malindi, Kenya. Combining their resources, the two teams 

were able to join efforts. HNO team met with Dr. Netterville's 

team for their second week and working together, delivered 

care to approximately 30 additional patients at Tawfiq Hospital. 

We were fortunate to be able to serve alongside of such a 

wonderful group to help so many in need. • 

IN MEMORIUM: 

DR. IAN BWETE 
BY CHAD ZENDER, MD 

There have been many lives lost during Covid. Closest to 

HNO was Dr. Ian Bwete (35) who passed away on June 

23, 2021. We previously partnered with Dr. Bwete on 

Ugandan surgical outreach missions aimed and caring for 

patients with complex head and neck needs. He 

additionally was involved in training Ugandan surgical 
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residents, nurses and staff. We are so 

fortunate to have helped in his training. 

What always impressed us was his 

dedication to our patients and our craft, 

his selfless nature and of course 

contagious laugh. He genuinely cared 

about others and loved being with his 

friends. We can't imagine why such a 

promising and wonderful young man 

would be taken from us so young, but 

perhaps that isn't a question for us to 

ask. Viktor Frankl's book goes a long 

way to help us gain perspective when 

we feel great loss and sadness. To 

paraphrase one important message in 

his book was, "Man's purpose isn't to 

find the meaning of life but to have a 

meaningful life." Ian Bwete had a 

meaningful life and helped others to do 

so as well. He will be sorely missed. • 




